
Condition 6.5 - Evaluating Content of Non-Accredited Degrees 
Excerpt from LTU/CoAD NAAB APR 2023 Section 4.3, p75 
 
4.3 Evaluation of Preparatory Education 

 

 

Program Response: 
 

Track I 

Undergraduate-level transfer students are placed in Track I based upon equivalency of 

coursework and criteria coverage at previous institutions. A review of transfer credits is 

coordinated by the chair of the Department of Architecture, with the assistance of faculty 

curriculum coordinators. Students are only granted transfer credit if equivalent coverage of 

PCs and SCs is confirmed; in some cases, multiple courses from the original institution are 

required to demonstrate equivalency. 

 
Track II 

In the Track II admission process, we assess undergraduate transfer coursework through 

transcripts, grade point averages, design portfolios, essays, and letters of 

recommendation to assess the overall quality of the application and the students’ 

likelihood for success in the program. Applications for admission are reviewed for 

previous successful completion of specific PCs and SCs. Areas of particular attention are 

those in which the criteria occur in lower-division coursework in the LTU Track I. Students 

who have not satisfied specific criteria are directed to supplementary coursework. For all 

applicants, assessments of these materials are recorded in a standard evaluation form. 

The form is included in the Appendix. 

 
Tracks III and IV 

Applications to Tracks III and IV follow a process similar to that of Track II applications. 

The evaluation form used to record this process is included in the Appendix. As these 

tracks are specifically crafted for students who have not earned an undergraduate degree 

in architecture and include all required PC and SC coursework, supplemental coursework 

is typically not required. Admitted students are informed that certain technical courses will 

require knowledge of physics and pre-calculus, and if they have not taken courses in 

these areas, they are advised to do so. 

 

Program Response: 
 

Track I 

Please refer to section 4.3.1, above. Transfer credit for students is reviewed by the 

The NAAB recognizes that students transferring to an undergraduate accredited program or 
entering a graduate accredited program come from different types of programs and have different 
needs, aptitudes, and knowledge bases. In this condition, a program must demonstrate that it 
utilizes a thorough and equitable process to evaluate incoming students and that it documents the 
accreditation criteria it expects students to have met in their education experiences in non-
accredited programs. 

 
4.3.1 A program must document its process for evaluating a student’s prior academic 
coursework related to satisfying NAAB accreditation criteria when it admits a student to the 
professional degree program. 

See also Condition 6.5 

4.3.2 In the event a program relies on the preparatory education experience to ensure that 
admitted students have met certain accreditation criteria, the program must demonstrate it 
has established standards for ensuring these accreditation criteria are met and for 
determining whether any gaps exist. 



admissions committee and faculty curriculum coordinators as required. Applicants are 

required to submit a portfolio of work to demonstrate competencies required in courses for 

which they seek transfer credit. The CoAD currently has eleven articulation agreements 

with institutions in the U.S. and Canada. These agreements are reviewed and updated 

regularly to account for changes to courses at either institution, as well as changes to 

NAAB criteria. For transfer applicants who have completed only part of a program at 

another institution, the articulation agreements provide a guide for assigning transfer credit 

or LTU coursework where needed. Articulation agreements are posted on the LTU 

website at https://www.ltu.edu/futurestudents/transfer/articulation.asp. 

 
Track II 

We consult the NAAB Visiting Team Report for the previous institution (if NAAB 

accredited), as well as that program’s Annual Program Report matrix, if available, to verify 

satisfaction of PCs and SCs. Given that criteria have changed between the 2014 and 

2020 Conditions, we have developed a conversion process, which is shown in the review 

form included in the Appendix. If information is not available or inconclusive, we review 

course descriptions, design portfolios, and course syllabi. Reviews are tracked by 

undergraduate degree and create a standard for future applicants holding the same 

degree, to ensure consistency of placement. 

 
Tracks III and IV 

These tracks are designed for students who do not have an undergraduate degree in 

architecture, so there are few reviews of previous architectural work. Students with 

degrees in architectural engineering or architectural technology may be given credit for 

relevant coursework, if justified. In such cases, reviewers utilize course descriptions, an 

optional portfolio (if provided), and course syllabi to understand the scope of an applicant’s 

exposure to NAAB criteria. 

 

 

Program Response: 

 
Lawrence Technological University posts admission requirements on its website at this 

address: https://www.ltu.edu/futurestudents/transfer/admissions_requirements.asp and its 

transfer credit policy here: https://www.ltu.edu/futurestudents/transfer/transferpolicy.asp. 

Furthermore, the CoAD makes information regarding the transfer credit application 

process, portfolio requirements, and the Track I flowchart available here: 

https://www.ltu.edu/architecture_and_design/architecture/architecture.asp. Students 

accepted into Track I are assigned a faculty academic advisor who provides guidance on 

the student’s placement, and the resulting length of their degree program. 

 
Tracks II, III, and IV 

Admissions materials and course flowcharts for Tracks II, III, and IV are posted on the CoAD 

website:https://www.ltu.edu/architecture_and_design/architecture/architecture.asp. Upon 

acceptance, all students are put in contact with the CoAD Administrator of Student Services 

to review placement, provisional or waived courses, and their path to the Master of 

Architecture degree. All accepted Track II students receive an Admission Plan (a copy is 

included in the Appendix). 

 

The Appendix for the APR (referenced above, for forms and procedures) is included on the CoAD 

4.3.3 A program must demonstrate that it has clearly articulated the evaluation of 
baccalaureate-degree or associate-degree content in the admissions process, and that a 
candidate understands the evaluation process and its implications for the length of a 
professional degree program before accepting an offer of admission. 

https://www.ltu.edu/futurestudents/transfer/articulation.asp
https://www.ltu.edu/futurestudents/transfer/admissions_requirements.asp
https://www.ltu.edu/futurestudents/transfer/transferpolicy.asp
https://www.ltu.edu/architecture_and_design/architecture/architecture.asp
https://www.ltu.edu/architecture_and_design/architecture/architecture.asp


website as a separate document. 
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